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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF, ICAPS
‘ Attention: Colonel Jokn B. Sherman

STBJECT: | Collection of Sclentific Intelligence.

1. In coxplisnce with verbal instructions received in your Office on
the morning of 20 August, memcrandum, copy attached, was hand-carried to
each, Stete, War, Air, and Nevy Departments.

2. Mamorasdim was deliberately prepared to aliow individusl intesrpreta-
ticns and individuel expressions of opinian by the several depariments in the

- svent they wers not prepared to answer specifically. Fellowing sae brisfs of

the replies from each department:
1¢ . State.

The State Depariment evadod comndtting itself on either its present
capacity for collecting scientific intelligence or itz future policy relative
to assigning scientifically qualified reporting perscamel to its foreign
=issions, The Department reaffirmed 1%s willingness ‘o cooperate in CI3
Collection S¢udy Ko. 7, which ia now in process of coordination with ths
different dspartments, and which, when completed, ir intended to constibtute a2
comprehenalve study of ccllectlon capabllitiss of each TAE depariment in
several geographic areas, and in womsrous fields of inteIligence.

be Var,
I

Tha‘,lhr Department stated that iIn general they were zi pressnt capahble
in &1 comntriss of making sikisfactory collection of mild scientific
intelligence and that its futore congistent poliey mintain this
capability, ‘Var Dejariment made no comment oo thelr present oapabiiity or
Luturs policy with Pegard to the oollsction of non~ilitsry scientific intelid-
genoe, mmm«mm“mmtmmmtmmtmm
attsched & few civilizn scicntistsste their Militsry Attaches' effices, and
tbltthqhogodtoinmthenuborormhschntistsinthsﬁﬂd.
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The Navy Dopartment stated that in the countries listed in the memorsndim
tiththoue-ptim of Germany and Japan they were not now capable of collection
of satisfactory scilentific iotelifgence, and that 1ts fubure policy did not

::n:aq:i;t;d agsigning individuals especially qualified for sclentific ecllecticn
he field..
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4. i,

Army Alr Forces stated ithat they were currently capable of collecting
sclentific informsticn of air interest and that its pclliecy would be to contirmue
this capability in the futire. No mention was made of the collection of :
scientific intelligence nof primarily aeronautical in naturs,

3. Conclusions.

a., 411 concernsd recognized the need for improved U.5. capacity for
collectlon of scientific intelligence,

b. Navy Department and CIG state their capacities to be inadequate,

Ce War and 4ir state their cepacities to be adequete in their
respective fields only,

4. ‘State Department. makes no statement,

2. The previously dizcussed plan whereby CIG would select and pay
scientific atiaches to be administersd by the State Department, if implemsnted,
would considerably improve present or prospective scientific collection
capablilities,

L. Expected Reactions,

&. It 1la expected that State Depariment will oppose such a plan on
the grounds of its constituting an sdditionsl sdministrative burden, and it is
sxpected that the War Depariment will oppose it on the grounds that they prefer
to xugment thelr own eribryonic scientific net.

b. It is expected that Navy and Air will be rather indifferent to
the whole matter,

YOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION:

R, H. WISE
Colonel, A.C,
Acting Chief,
Attachmenta: Collection Branch
tc Memo to Chief of Naval Intelligence,
20 Aug. L7, "Collection of Scientific
Intelligence,”
Original incoming memoranda from Navy,
State, War snd Adr in response to
memorandum of 20 Aug. 47 sent to them,
same content,

INCLASSIFED

N



